


Moving Tucson Forward: What the Data Tells Us 
About Congestion and Transportation Choices

• Jamie Brown, Director of Strategic Planning, Policy, and Programming, 
Pima Association of Governments

• Melanie Lawson, Public Outreach Director, Pima Association of 
Governments

• Hyunsoo Noh, Ph.D., Data Science Administrator, Pima Association of 
Governments

• Michael J. Ortega, P.E., Executive Director, Pima Association of 
Governments

• Jennifer Pullen, Executive Director, Economic and Business Research 
Center, Eller College of Management, University of Arizona

• Cristie Street, Senior Vice President & COO, Southern Arizona Leadership 
Council



►MAP Talks will be recorded
►See the MAP Dashboard website for 

recordings
►Conference mode

►Everyone muted except presenters
►How to ask a question

►Enter question into Q&A
►Email anytime to 
jkanipe@arizona.edu

Meeting Details
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Tucson Over the Past Decade
Tucson’s Strengths
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Annual Congestion Costs per Auto 
Commuter (2024)

Congestion Costs:
• Value of extra travel 

time (delay)
• Excess fuel 

consumed
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Annual Congestion Costs per Auto 
Commuter (2019 vs 2024)

Geography 2019 2024 % Change

San Antonio $1,146 $1,042 -9.1%

El Paso $1,034 $962 -7.0%

Austin $1,620 $1,544 -5.2%

Tucson $932 $915 -1.8%

Albuquerque 1,129 $1,281 13.5%

U.S. Urban Areas $1,260 $1,480 17.5%

Portland $1,527 $1,817 19.0%

San Diego $1,802 $2,200 22.1%

Denver $1,354 $1,718 26.9%

Phoenix $1,264 $1,645 30.1%

Colorado Springs $1,003 $1,343 33.9%

Las Vegas $1,069 $1,517 41.9%

Salt Lake City $968 $1,524 57.4%



9

Annual Congestion Costs per Auto 
Commuter 
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Annual Delay Hours per Auto 
Commuter (2024)
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Annual Delay Hours per Auto 
Commuter (2019 vs 2024)

Geography 2019 2024 Change in Hours

El Paso 45 35 -10 hours

Austin 68 64 -4 hours

San Antonio 52 48 -4 hours

Tucson 50 50 0 hours

Albuquerque 47 48 1 hour

Portland 68 72 4 hours

Las Vegas 50 57 7 hours

U.S. Urban Areas 54 63 9 hours

Salt Lake City 46 58 12 hours

Colorado Springs 48 61 13 hours

Denver 62 76 14 hours

Phoenix 61 76 15 hours

San Diego 64 88 24 hours
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Commute Time (2023)
Geography Minutes

Salt Lake City 22.9

Colorado Springs 23.8

El Paso 24.2

Tucson 24.4

Albuquerque 24.6

Las Vegas 25.2

Portland 25.4

San Diego 25.9

Phoenix 26.5

United States 26.6

San Antonio 26.8

Austin 27.3

Denver 27.3
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Commuters that Drove Alone (2023)
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Mode of Transportation (2023)

8th at 70.7%

6th at 9.6%

6th at 1.6% 

5th at 1.9%

2nd at 1.0%

6th at 1.4%

8th at 13.8%
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